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Opening Reception: Thursday, August 14th, 7 – 9 pm
Free and open to the public / Artist in Attendance

The David B. Smith Gallery welcomes Brazilian artist Bruno Novelli
for his first solo exhibition at the gallery, and his first show in
Colorado. Opening on Thursday, August 14th from 7 – 9 pm, Materia
Radiante, features a new body of work by the artist and features a
range of media, including paintings on canvas, drawings on paper,
digital works, and metagraphic maps. Novelli embraces this plurality
in his identity, also going by Bruno 9li, a play on the pronunciation of
his last name. In Materia Radiante, Novelli explores concepts
elucidated by French philosopher Henri Bergson in his work Matter
and Memory. Bergson states, "... the separation between one thing
and its environment can't be absolutely defined … the strict solidarity
which binds all objects in the material universe, the perpetuity of their
actions and reciprocal reactions, sufficiently proves that they do not
have the precise limits that we relate to them.” The works in the
exhibition highlight the component of Bergson’s text that even within
unique elements there are connections and similarities and that the
boundaries between the single entity and its environment are not
solidly defined.
Bruno Novelli, Nova Flora Radiante, 2014, Acrylic on canvas, 68.5 x 58.3 in.

Inspired by long walks during his travels in his native Brazil,
particularly the Amazon and the rainforest near the coasts of São Paulo and Santa Catarina, Novelli translated the
natural images he saw into the digitized, geometric forms seen in the colorful paintings and drawings in Materia
Radiante. Through these various works, Novelli uses the forest to articulate a chain of organic relationships, similar
to those that also exist in an urban environment. The layers in the paintings and digital images speak to the layers of
time that connect the present with past memories, speaking both the idea of continuity and the uniqueness of each
moment. Throughout each work, the artist’s process operates as a recitation of visual poetry, while celebrating the
materiality of painting. A series of metagraphic maps also illustrate Novelli’s artistic process as an exploration of a
visual verbal language, functioning as diagrams through the artist’s mind during the act of creation. These designbased diagrams address the artist’s interdisciplinary exploration of these themes of identity and interconnected
relationships. Several digital works in the exhibition are based on animated gifs, bringing together different images
from photo registers from the artist’s explorations of the rainforest and abstract and geometric shapes.
During his time in Colorado, and in conjunction with his exhibition at the gallery, Novelli will complete a public mural
in Confluence Park, integrating the themes and concepts from Materia Radiante while considering the specificities of
Denver. The mural project is in partnership with Arts & Venues Denver, as part of their Urban Arts Fund program.
Novelli will be assisted in this project by local Denver artists, creating the opportunity for an exchange of ideas and
creative collaboration between a visiting artist and local practitioners. The Urban Arts Fund murals seek to revitalize
urban areas, shifting them into engaging, creative spaces through this collaboration. The David B. Smith Gallery
looks forward to partnering with the city for this initiative, and to introducing Denver audiences to Novelli’s
compelling and multifaceted work both inside the gallery and out in the community.

About Bruno Novelli
Bruno Novelli was born in 1980 in Brazil. Novelli studied sculpture at the School of Visual Arts in New York City;
Drawing at the Atelier Livre da Prefeitura de Porto Alegre in Brazil, and Graphic Design at ESPM in Sao Paulo.
Novelli is a founder of the Universidade Autoindicada por Entidades Livres, which was created to articulate
interdisciplinary artistic research. Novelli is also co-founder of Metagrafismo (Metagraphism), an experimental
collective exploring the graphic potential of metalinguistics. Novelli’s work has been exhibited in his native Brazil, as
well as internationally in England, Denmark, Spain, Japan and the United States. In 2010, Novelli participated in the
São Paulo edition of TRANSFER for the Pavilion of Brazilian Culture at Ibirapuera Park. Most recently he has
participated in exhibitions at Fundacion OSDE (Buenos Aires), Centro Nacional de Las Artes (CENART - Mexico)
and at the Museu da Imagem e do Som (MIS) in São Paulo. Novelli’s paintings and videos feature enigmatic
images, in which otherworldly entities, northern figures, dynamic geometric forms, and an encrypted alphabet
strangely align. He has a deep interest in Amazonian rituals, the practice of painting, and experimentations with
animated gifs. Novelli lives and works in São Paulo.

About Denver Arts & Venues
Denver Arts & Venues seeks to enhance Denver’s quality of life and economic vitality through premier public
venues, arts and entertainment opportunities. Arts & Venues oversees the Denver Public Art program, Create
Denver economic development initiative, Youth One Book, One Denver literacy program, and entertainment and
cultural events such as the Five Points Jazz Festival. The Urban Arts Fund (UAF) is a graffiti prevention and youth
development program that facilitates the creation of new murals in perpetually vandalized areas throughout the City
and County of Denver. The UAF provides access to positive, creative experiences for youth and transforms
dilapidated areas into well-tended and active community gathering spaces. More than 1,200 children and young
adults have participated in UAF projects since the program’s founding in 2008. Through more than 70 projects, more
than 60,000 square feet of public areas have been abated or painted by murals, with a majority of participants
pledging to curb graffiti vandalism.

About David B. Smith Gallery
David B. Smith Gallery is Denver's venue for compelling contemporary art. The gallery specializes in the exhibition
and sale of progressive contemporary artwork from emerging and mid-career international artists. Founded in 2007,
the gallery is committed to presenting intelligent and culturally relevant exhibitions featuring work from some of
today's most dynamic artists with growing international reputations. Through participation in leading art fairs and
extensive media coverage, David B. Smith Gallery has grown a strong regional, national and international audience.
The New York Times hailed the gallery as offering "an exciting contrast of cutting edge works." The gallery is located
on Wazee Street in the historic LoDo neighborhood of Denver. In addition to its curatorial program, David B. Smith
Gallery maintains an active publishing division, which produces exhibition catalogues, monographs, and limited
edition artist prints.
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